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TABLE 2-1    Deaths from Injury" Among Children and Adolescents Ages 0 to 19, by Cause, Age, and Sex, 1988
Categories of Injury	Age					
	<1	1-4	5-9	10-14	15-19	0-19
Males						
Unintentional injuries						
Motor vehicle	118	543	735	803	4,767	6,966
Other	412	1,185	607	647	1,464	4,315
Intentional injuries						
Homicide	151	217	98	169	1,727	2,362
Suicide	0	0	5	176	1,668	1,849
Other injuries	28	26	15	44	139	252
All injuries	709	1,971	1,460	1,839	9,765	15,744
Females						
Unintentional injuries						
Motor vehicle	97	462	441	444	2,018	3,462
Other	309	668	319	219	249	1,764
Intentional injuries						
Homicide	164	164	81	no	392	911
Suicide	0	0	1	61	391	453
Other injuries	14	29	7	8	34	92
All injuries	584	1,323	849	842	3,084	6,682
TOTAL INJURIES	1,293	3,294	2,309	2,681	12,849	21,133
NOTE: The following ICD-9-CM codes were used to define specific categories of injury: unintentional injuries, E800-E949; motor vehicle injuries, E810-E825; homicide, E960-E969; suicide, E950-E959; and other injuries, E970-E999.
aDeaths attributed to injury as the underlying cause of death. SOURCE:  Data from NCHS (1992b).
pedestrian deaths are more frequent; deaths of older children tend to be as occupants of motor vehicles (Children's Safety Network, 1991). Burns (including fire-related factors such as smoke inhalation) and drowning are the next most frequent causes of death in younger children. Among children over age 10, however, homicide and suicide are exceeded only by motor vehicle deaths.
At all ages, intentional injury deaths are likely to be misreported because they are unrecognized or deliberately misrepresented (Guyer et al., 1989; McClain et al., 1993). A recent analysis suggests that about 85 percent of child abuse deaths, which occur primarily in children under age 5, are attributed to other causes (McClain et al., 1993). In 1988, there werege 65 (CDC, 1990). In 1988, unintentional injuries led to the deaths of 7,073 children between the ages of 1 and 15, about 43 percent of deaths at those ages. Among 15- to 19-year-olds alone, unintentional injury led to 8,498 deaths, 53 percent of all deaths. There also were 936 deaths among infants less than 1 year old. Intentional injury—homicide (including child abuse and neglect) and suicide—added another 5,575 deaths in 1988 among children and young people less than 20 years old. About 24 percent of all injury deaths in infants were attributed to homicide compared to 10 percent among children ages 1 to 14 and 16 percent among 15- to 19-year-olds. At every age, more boys than girls die from injuries.2
